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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information (listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449) of which they are aware, which may be material to the examination of this 
application and in respect of which there maybe a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. 

This Information Disclosure Statement: 

(a) [ ] accompanies a new patent application submitted herewith. 

(b) [ ] is filed within three months after the filing date of the application or within three 

months after the date of entry of the national stage of a PCT application as set forth 
in 37 CFR §1.491. 

(c) [x] as far as is known to the undersigned, is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 

action on the merits. 

(d) [ ] as far as is known to the undersigned, is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 

action after the filing of a request for continued examination under §1.114. 
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(e) [ ] is filed after the first Office Action and more than three months after the application's 

filing date or PCT national stage date of entry filing but, as far as is known to the 
undersigned, prior to the mailing date of either a final action under § 1 . 1 1 3, a notice 
of allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied by either the 
fee ($180) set forth in 37 CFR §1.17(p) or a certification as specified in 37 CFR 
§1 .97(e), as checked below. Should any fee be due, the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 01-2213 in the amount 
of $ 1 80.00 to cover the cost of this Information Disclosure Statement. Any deficiency 
or overpayment should be charged or credited to this deposit account. A duplicate 
of this sheet is enclosed, 

(f) [ ] is filed after the mailing date of either a final rejection or a notice of allowance, but 

on or before the payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by the fee ($ 1 80) set 
forth in 37 CFR §1.17(i)(l) and a certification as specified in 37 CFR §1.97(e), as 
checked below. This document is to be considered as a petition requesting 
consideration of the information disclosure statement. The U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 0 1 -22 1 3 in the 
amount of $1 80.00 to cover the cost of this Information Disclosure Statement. Any 
deficiency or overpayment should be charged or credited to this deposit account. A 
duplicate of this sheet is enclosed , 

[If either of boxes (e) or (f) is checked above, the following "certification" under 37 CFR 
§ 1 .97(e) may need to be completed.] The undersigned certifies that: 

[ ] Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first 
cited in a communication mailed fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information 
disclosure statement. 

[ ] No item of information contained in this information disclosm-e statement was cited 
in a communication mailed fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

A copy of the items on PTO-1449 is supplied herewith: 
[ ] each [] none [x ] only those listed below: 

German publication no. DE 4141178 (English Translation) 
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Those patent(s) or publication(s) listed in the attached PTO- 1 449 form are not supplied because they 
were previously cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application Serial Nos. 09/205.114 > 
filed Decembers, 1998 and 08/863.437, filed May 27, 1997 and relied upon in this application 
for an earher filing date under 35 USC §120. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, it is not mtended to constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically 
designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in 
compliance with 37 CFR §1.98 and MPEP §609 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider the listed references. 



Correspondence Address 
Customer Number 22896 
Applied Biosystems Division 
PE Corporation (NY) 
850 Lincoln Centre Drive 
Foster City, CA 94404 
(650) 638-6492 (Phone) 
(650) 638-6677 (Fax) 



Respectfully submitted. 





Vincent M. Powers, Reg. No. 36,246 
Attomey for Applicants 
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